
The job market is in a transformation process: the employer must now 
attract new recruits for the positions to be filled. The low unemploy-
ment rate is a brake on economic growth in several sectors facing a 
lack of qualified labour. But what is attractive to young people today? 
The millennials (generation born between 1982 and 1997, also known 
as Generation Y) want to achieve their full potential in their jobs, have 
flexible working hours and values that are compatible with their em-
ployers. The motivations of young people contrast with those of their 
parents, remuneration is no longer the first factor. While their parents 
were influenced by the insecurity of periods of high mortgage rates 
and the tension of the Cold War, their children were immersed in social 
media, the growing differences between individual incomes and the 
environmental time bomb. These major trends cannot be unrelated 
to the dominant values of young people who want more equity and a 
planet that can support their descendants. While their parents had a 
life at work and a life at home, the millennials remain connected and 
mix their personal lives and work.

I had just attended a conference that explained that millennials need 
their jobs to be aligned with their values and that they need to feel 
that they are making a difference. Back home, I was waiting at a 
convenience store counter to pay for my gas when the employee, who 
saw my vehicule signage «La Coop», asked me for information about 
the company. He tells me about his values, which are not in line with 
the oil companies at all, and asks me if there are any job opportunities 
here! A slice of life that supported university speeches!

Letter of opinion   
Long live the Millennials! 
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In my interactions with students during recruitment days in 
institutions, I notice the sensitivity of young people to the notion 
of equity. When we look at the difficult period experienced by the 
Olymel subsidiary in the 2000s, when the financial results of this 
sector were in deficit and management was under strong pressure 
to abandon the pork industry, the long-term vision of the leaders 
to mobilize for operational efficiency. This sector is now behind the 
record patronage refunds of the La Coop network and continues to 
expand. The principles of equity promoted in the cooperative system 
affect many millennials in search of a counterweight to capitalism. 
A survey conducted by Léger Marketing on behalf of the Conseil 
québécois de la coopération de la mutualité du Québec (CQCM) 
among the millennials revealed that the majority of them believe that 
the fundamental values associated with cooperatives are personal 
and mutual empowerment and responsibility, democracy, equality, 
equity and solidarity. To the question «what is your most important 
personal value; 59% answered honesty and transparency, followed 
by altruism for 51% of them and equality and equity for 45% while 
individual power received only a modest 9%.

According to the survey, 48% of Generation Y youth say they want 
to participate in the development of their community. There is every 
reason to believe that the cooperative model has strong arguments to 
support its labour needs.

In sum, it seems that the promotion of these values is a good way to 
attract the millennials. But make sure your actions follow your speech, 
because this generation is also known to change employers quickly...



• Reproduction is the key battle in dairy production. The ideal remains 
low milk days, 150-170 with a calving interval below 400 days. Re-
gardless of the level of production, this objective remains the same.

• Health remains an important factor. Udder health is particularly re-
levant today. A healthy udder will allow you to deliver quality milk. 
Good feet and legs will allow you to have cows with longevity. The 
higher the percentage of 3rd calf cows and more, the less replace-
ments you will need, which will reduce your breeding costs.

• Research in recent years has shown that comfort, rest, air and light 
are a major factor. Many farms offer good conditions for cows, but 
some are not installed to provide enough cooling for animals during 
periods of heat stress. Some barns built about ten years ago had good 
ventilation systems, but that doesn’t mean they are still suitable for 
current weather conditions. We see several farms with high produc-
tion levels during the cold months, but when we hit the periods of 
heat stress, production decreases. The three or four months of heat 
have an impact on the 365 days of the year. If you have this type of  
problem at your farm, it would be a good idea to evaluate the modi-
fications needed to reduce production variations. Fans can be added 
to cool cows down.

Corn silage

Silage for legumes

Humidity > 65%

Silage for pre-cured 
legumes 

< 55% d’humidity
Grass silage

pH 3.7 to 4.2 4.3 to 4.5 4.7 to 5.0 4.3 to 4.7

Lactic acid (%) 4 to 7 7 to 8 2 to 4 6 to 10

Acetic acid (%) 1 to 3 2 to 3 0.5 to 2.0 1 to 3

Propionic acid (%) < 0.1 < 0.5 < 0.1 < 0.1

Butyric acid (%) 0 < 0.5 0 0.5 to 1.0

Ethanol (%) 1 to 3 0.5 to 1.0 0.5 0.5 to 1.0

N ammoniacal (% of PB) 5 to 7 10 to 15 < 12 8 to 12

Source : Dr Limin Kung, University of Delaware

La Coop Unifrontières’ team of consultants is here to help you find your weakest link, whether it is through our expertise or our tools such as:  
luxmeters, anemometers or hunting cameras to evaluate animal habits. Our team is here to help you take it to the next level!

What is your weak link? 

By Simon-Pierre Loiselle, T.P. 
Expert Advisor
514 946-6743

simon-pierre.loiselle@unifrontieres.coop
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• The quality of forage is probably the best improvement of the last 
decade. The arrival of windrow turners, better knowledge of the har-
vest stage, variety selection, fermentation profiles, forage stability 
and storage quality have all contributed to this growth. Nevertheless, 
the quality of forage is still an area with potential improvements in 
many operations. You can have a protein analysis of 22% , but if your 
dry matter or fermentation profiles are not ideal, it will be difficult 
to maximize milk production. Fermentation profiles are a good indi-
cator of forage quality. Ideally, the ratio should be 3:1 lactic acid to  
acetic acid and zero butyric acid. Refer to the following table for ideal 
values of the different silages.

Over the past 10 years, production has evolved at high speed and the needs of animals are constantly changing. What was your strength 10 years 
ago may have become your weak link today. 

Reproduction, forage quality, animal comfort, ventilation or simply the daily routine are often links that could be improved to increase  
your performance.
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Have you seen the video about heat stress on the Facebook page of La Coop 
Unifrontières?



By François Jacques, T.P. 
819 665-2442 

francois.jacques@unifrontieres.coop
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In 2019, the dairy production sector remains one where the difference between profit and loss can be minimal. It is therefore important to be 
as accurate as possible in evaluating the results when making technical and economic calculations. Sollio Agriculture (formerly La Coop) has 
been developing numerous calculation tools for several years now, based on research data and the economic situation in dairy production. 
The objective is to help us help you make the best possible decisions when calculating based on industry needs. The purpose of my article is to 
describe some calculation tools that are available to help you make decisions.

SILO horizontal and vertical: Who is not familiar with SILO software? In any 
case, I often use it for inventory planning when the silo is full or during the year 
to ensure inventories. The vertical SILO software takes into account the dry 
matter of the silage and the filling level. The horizontal SILO software (bunker) 
takes into account dry matter, forage input speed, compaction time, weight 
of machinery used to compact and thickness per layer. In short, it is easy with 
this software to give you a fairly accurate evaluation of your inventories and, 
of course, to calculate the daily feedout rate to avoid feed heating losses. We 
can also calculate your needs and inventories with the BETTER software when 
it is impossible for you to put in a bunker, but rather in a pile.

AG-BAG Density: This calculator allows you to evaluate your AG-BAG invento-
ries fairly accurately according to the diameter and length filled.

Bunk Silo Density:  The secret to the success of your silage is of course com-
paction. The better the silage is compacted, the less air there will be and the 
better the preservation will be...I hope I’m not teaching you anything? On the 
other hand, who knows the compaction density of their bunker? We have 
at our disposal a tool that allows us to check the compaction of your bunker 
when we are wondering about the preservation of our feed. So, do not hesi-
tate to talk to your consultant about it.

Dairy Planning: Who does at least one dairy planning per year? I doubt that 
many of you do not, am I right? Whether it is a milk planning with a lot of 
precise information or just by calculating the number of cows eligible to milk 
month after month, it is clear that it gives you a better picture of production 
over the next five or six months and it helps us, your consultants, to help you 
make the best decisions for milk production in the coming months.

Milk delivery: Ask your consultant to send you a report of your milk produc-
tion every other day based on your fat content. It takes a big two minutes to 
do and it tells you exactly how much milk to send according to your quota, 
plus additional days if necessary.

Daily portrait:  The daily portrait calculates your profit margin per kg of fat 
that your farm generates for a given time. It takes into account the cost of 
feeding your lactating cows vs. producing fat, protein, lactose and other solids. 
In other words, it allows you to calculate your return following the feeding of 
your cows in lactations to pay the rest of your company’s variable and fixed 
costs.

TMR audit: Again this morning, I observed at a customer’s premises that 
corn silage was poorly mixed with the rest of the TMR ingredients. Do you 
think that the expected results will be satisfactory? Are you familiar with 
the definition of TMR? «Homogeneous mixing of forages, concentrates and 
minerals in specific proportions to achieve an adequate balance and density 
of nutrients so that they can be served at will» We have a tool to help you 
check if your mixture is homogeneous.

Expansion: The expansion of farms is exponential and expansion means 
additional needs for infrastructure, animals, fodder, etc. We have a very 
effective tool to plan your short, medium and long term needs according 
to your expansion objectives.

Lacto-Fixed: The Lacto-fixed tool is a calculation that allows you to draw up 
a chart for feeding your calves according to the number per age group and 
litres served by each. It gives you the amount of hot, cold water and powder 
needed to make one litre of reconstituted milk depending on the tempera-
ture of the final milk concerned.

Of course, I have only listed some of the tools we have in our possession to 
help you. Whether it is for financing, calculating your company’s expenses, 
calculating footbath, cost of breeding fees, or any other need, we have a 
multitude of tools for making your decisions. Feel free to ask your consultant 
what’s in his toolbox, you might be surprised!

Do you know how many tools are in your toolbox?  

Our available tools:

- Adulteration by water
- Ag-Bag
- TMR Audit
- Foot bath
- Organic – 3 groups
- Fixed and variable costs
- Bunk Silo Density
- Transition enclosure
- Expansion
- Financing
- Fresh heifer breeding

- Pamitic Fat
- Fixed Milk Replacers
- Milk Replacer vs Whole Milk
- Water line (cleaning)
- Milk delivery
- Grain corn in silage
- Corn Silage Evaluation
- Milling measuring Tool
- Measuring tool
- PeNDF
- Milk planning

- Portions per Meal
- Weight of round bales 
 and silage boxes
- Weight of a silage wagon
- PMR Daily Portrait
- PPM Rumensin
- SNF/F ratio
- Horizontal silo (bunker capacity)
- Vertical Silo capacity
- Time budget
- Total calf
- RVF (Relative Feed Value) of commodities
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There is a lot of talk about heat stress at the moment and rightly so; it is undeniable that global climate change is beginning to affect our 
climate, which has so far been rather northern. We have just experienced two particularly hot summers, each with a July that broke record high 
temperatures. Our interns therefore conducted a very relevant project this summer by implanting probes in the rumen of certain cows to monitor 
changes in their body temperatures during the heat wave. See the article on this subject in this issue. There is a lot of talk about the impact of 
heat stress on milk production and its components, but what about dry and transition cows? It is easy to imagine that dry cows that do not have 
the stress of production will be less affected by heat and its impact will be minimal, but is this the case?

Already in 2010, we had a conference on the subject by Dr. James 
Spain of the University of Missouri, during a Coop day in Alexandria in 
which he discussed the subject. In addition to discussing the relevance 
of maintaining ventilation even at night when the temperature is 
getting cooler, he presented us with the results of a study conducted 
on cows in transition. In this study (Spain, 2005) he demonstrated that 
by cooling cows in preparation for calving properly, it was possible to 
get 2 litres more milk per cow per day for at least the first 6 weeks of 
lactation.

He also cited other studies that showed that cooling dry cows led 
to an increase in dry matter consumption, both in dry cows and in  
pre-calving, and a decrease in water consumption (50 L vs 80 L), 
suggesting that these cows have less water loss (less dehydrated) 
due to heat stress (Avendano, reyes et al, 2006). This study also 
showed that reducing heat stress in cows in transition allowed for the 
production of more and better quality colostrum.

A webinar presented by Hoard’s Dairyman last February returned to 
the subject. This presentation was initially intended to understand 
why the maximum impact of heat stress appears to occur a few weeks 
after temperature peaks (see Figure 1).

Thermal stress: what about dry cows? 

Express
Livestock production

FIGURE 1: Impact of heat on milk production over time

By Hugues Ménard, T.P. 
Specialized Consultant, Sollio agriculture 

450 755-8216
hugues.menard@sollio.ag

In Florida, the maximum effect of heat stress 
on production appears to occur a few weeks 

after the temperature peak.
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Studies conducted by G. Dahl and his team at the University of Florida 
have led to several conclusions. The results and behaviours of groups 
of cows in two identical barns under identical temperature and 
humidity conditions, but with different ventilation, were compared. 
In fact, both barns were equipped with fans and misters, but in one 
of them, the equipment was shut down. It was not surprising to note 
that the body temperature of dry cows without ventilation increased 
by 0.4 degrees Celsius. This is not enough to call it a fever, but enough 
to cause changes in the cow’s metabolism. Higher milk production 
was also observed in the next lactation for the group of cows with 
ventilation during drying throughout lactation, even if the cows after 
calving were subjected to the same ventilation (see Figure 2).

This partly explains why production per cow is slow to return to normal 
following the heat wave: cows that suffered heat stress during the 
dry period will produce less milk after calving! In our country after a 
one year break, we once again have fall milk incentives this year. Three 
days in September and October and one day in November; it is the dry 
spells of August and September that will make this milk!

Several other conclusions emerge from this research. For example, it 
could be because the proliferation of mammary gland cells is greater 
when there is less thermal stress then the production would be higher. 
Also, there is an impact on the growing heifer in the uterus at this 
time. Indeed, we have noticed a decrease in the length of gestation 
(that’s why our cows calve before their date!) which has an impact on 
the unborn calf: they are smaller. Heat stress will also have an impact 
on the apparent absorption of colostrum IgG by the calf. Lastly, if the 
calf is a bull whose birthweight will likely be the same as its female 
herdmates, the heat stress experienced by the uterus will impact first 
lactation production of the milking heifers (figure 3).

FIGURE 3 : 
Impact of heat stress on first lactation of heifer in uterus

In conclusion, we can say that heat stress has a huge impact on dry cows, roughly speaking:

- Reduction in production during future lactations.

- Reduction in calf birthweights and weaning (shorter gestation period).

- Decrease in the future production of the unborn heifer.

- As with all cows:

• Decreased reproductive performance;

• Decreased immune function.

So, if we thought about improving ventilation in our barns following the heat waves of recent years, let’s not 
forget the dry cows and those in preparation for calving!

Hugues Ménard T.P.
Specialized Consultant
Sollio Agriculture

Thermal stress in the uterus reduces performance  
in first lactation

Cooling dry cows = More milk
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… a good start!
The immune transfer in calves…

At the LCM Quesnel farm...

Calves are born without active immunity. They depend on colostrum  
for passive immune transfer. Therefore, it is essential for raising  

your heard replacements.

We keep a record that gives us the details 
on the first drink of each calf: quantity and 
quality of the colostrum, whether fresh or 

frozen, how long after the birth.

After 24 hours of coagulation,  
I recover a drop of the serum...

Which is very good. We 
aim for 8.4 and more for 

a good transfer. 

Do you see a difference 
between the types of 

colostrum?

For example, this one 
gives 9% Brix

And thanks to the 
refractometer, I have 
a simple and accurate 

reading.

And the last column gives us information 
on the success or failure of the passive 
transfer. How do you get that number?

Yes, fresh colostrum shows the  
best results, as long as it is given 
to the calf within the first few 

hours of life.

Hello Valérie !
Hi Gaëlle !

You’re going to show us the protocol you’re 
using set up on the farm to monitor the 

transfer of calf immunity?
Yes, let’s do it!

I take blood from the calves 
between 2 and 5 days  

after birth....

And if we want to put all the chances on our side for a 
colostrum of quality higher than 22% Brix, let’s avoid 

stress to dry cows, especially heat stress that reduces  
the absorption of antibodies in the calf.

Thank you Valerie, very interesting!

With pleasure!

By Gaëlle Thouny, 
Expert Advisor

613 791-3629
gaelle.thouny@unifrontieres.coop



October 2019 l La Coop Unifrontières 7

By Kim Lamoureux, T.P.
450 357-6136

kim.lamoureux@unifrontieres.coop

Express
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The La Coop|Sollio network can help you even more with future projects! We have an affiliation with the engineering firm, PJV Group, who  
can help you create a free lighting plan when you buy your lights at BMR. All you have to do is provide a plan of your barn and some photos and 
they will provide a 3D plan like image 1 below. The plan informs you of how many lights are needed, their strenght, as well as their location  
in your barn.

If you have a project, La Coop is there for you!  

Site 1

Ferme Laitière - Éclairage mangeoires 2018-03-12

Site 1 / Vues

Réalisé par Philippe Boucher - Groupe PJV Page 4

Room 1

Hauteur de la pièce: 26.400 ft, Degrés de réflexion: Plafond 70.0%, Murs 50.0%, Sol 20.0%, Facteur de maintenance: 0.80

Plan utile
Surface Résultat Moyenne (Consigne) Min Max Moyen/min. Max./min.

1 Workplane 1 Eclairement perpendiculaire (adaptatif) [lx]
Hauteur: 2.493 ft, Marge: 0.000 ft

111 (≥ 300) 8.00 289 13.88 36.13

Valeur spécifique de raccordement: 0.00 W/sq ft (Surface de base de la pièce 28796.26 sq ft)

Consommation: 0 kWh/a de maximum 93650 kWh/a

Ferme Laitière - Éclairage mangeoires 2018-03-12

Site 1 / Building 1 / Storey 1 / Room 1 / Récapitulatif pièce

Réalisé par Philippe Boucher - Groupe PJV Page 7

The example above illustrates a lighting plan for a stable that already had lights at the sides. Following the consultant’s assessment, there was a lack of lighting at the centre 
feeder. The lighting plan provided the necessary 200 lux for optimal brightness throughout the barn.

In the case of a new building, the light plane is designed to offer approximately 200 lux uniformly. 

The consultants have a lux meter, to identify if your cows have enough light. They say a cow should have 200 lux at the level of the eye. A plan like this is 
worth several hundred dollars and La Coop network offers it to its customers free of charge if you buy your equipment at BMR. Its been years that we have 
been hearing about the benefits of light on the production, reproduction and growth of heifers. The lactating cows need 16 hours of daylight per day at 
200 lux and 8 hours of darkness while for dry cows, the opposite is true. This Light transition is the photoperiod which activates the biological rhythm of the 
animals. Extending the natural hours of the sun with the neon light can alter the active hormones and the cow’s biological clock, so she is ready to conceive 
in the winter or summer months. Then a long photoperiod activates the synthesis of prolactin and leptin, which promotes milk production. So if you are 
planning a new construction, it has long been proven that the brightness is important, the cost of good lighting will quickly be recovered with improved 
production and reproduction. So try to plan your barn to control light independently for dairy and dry cows since, as shown in Table 1. the brightness and 
photoperiod are equally beneficial in times of drought for future milk production.

Consultants have always been there to assist 
you in your projects. We now add this service  
to our portfolio, to make a difference.  So 
don’t hesitate to contact us for a plan that 
will provide sufficient brightness for an 
optimal photoperiod.

TABLE 1. Photoperiod in transition period

• Short days during drying increase subsequent milk production.

    Long days              Short days                  P <
Milk (kg/day) 
4 months 
Fat (%) 
Protein (kg) 
VDMI (pre-calving) 
Prolactin
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A successful summer party
Express

NOMINATION NOTICE
We are pleased to announce the recruitment of Alex Lapointe as a dairy consultant.  Alex 
graduated in agronomy from Laval University in 2018. He grew up on a cattle farm in the 
Outaouais and worked on several dairy farms where he developed a passion for production. 
Alex has shown great leadership by being appointed as a cohort representative during these 
academic years. It serves the southwest region of Montreal. We believe that he is the ideal 
person to transmit our values to our customers which are:

- Honesty
- Fairness
- Responsibility
- Solidarity
- Rigour

We wish Alex all the success he deserves.

Phone number: (819) 271-6204

300 members, colleagues, friends and families of La Coop Unifrontières gathered at 
Domaine Labranche in St-Isidore-de-Laprairie on July 12 to celebrate the cooperative and 
the summer season! 

For the 2019 edition of this traditional annual celebration, the Desgroseillers family, owner 
of Domaine Labranche, offered to host the event. More than 50 employees accompanied 
by their families and nearly 40 farms were represented at the event. 

The weather was mild, so the guests enjoyed a visit to the vineyard and orchard, the 
giant table soccer game, a play structure for children, the services of a make-up artist and 
tastings. New this year: a photo booth truck! The guests were able to take some funny 
pictures and leave with a souvenir. The always very popular street food trucks were on 
hand to satisfy the stomachs: Patate Mallette, Pizza Four à bois and Smoking BBQ. 

As the cooperative is committed to its environmental values, reusable glasses were given to 
each guest. No plastic bottles were available on the site! The empty bottles from the Champ 
Libre microbrewery in Mercier were all returned, as were those from Domaine Labranche. 
Those who took advantage of the self-service slush machine, had cardboard or reusable 
straws provided. The message is clear: Unifrontières Coop affirms its position as an eco-
responsible organization during its activities.

This evening was a success thanks to the generosity of the participating partners: Farm 
Credit Canada, La Coop fédérée, Desjardins, Crookham, BASF, Eurofins, Vilmorin, Enza Zaden, 
Rijk Zwaan, Johnny’s Selected Seeds, Seminis, SLX Logistics, Thibert Transport, Agro-Bio 
Contrôle inc., Pinnacle Seed, Harris Moran, LLG CPA inc. and Laiterie Coaticook & Brasserie  
Champ Libre.

A successful summer party for La Coop Unifrontières!
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Pumps for preservatives:

For the winter storage of your pumps, to avoid breakage due to freezing, remember to fill the pipes and pump with windshield washer fluid!

Closing and top of silo:

To keep as much nutrient value as possible in your silage at the end of the harvest, it is 
necessary to treat with propionic acid the equivalent of 35 days of feeding on the top of 
the silo, because below this period, the action of the fermentation bacteria is not optimal. 
If you are closing silos, treat the last ten feet. In both cases, the application rate is 5 litres/
tonne.

By Patrick Vincent, dta

Don’t forget!

By Patrick Vincent, 
Expert Advisor
450 288-4951

patrick.vincent@unifrontieres.coop

The applicator should not be exposed  

to water nor left in the rain.
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Avis de nomination

Nous sommes heureux d’annoncer la nomination d’Alex Lapointe au poste d’expert-conseil 
laitier. Alex a obtenu un diplôme en agronomie de l’université Laval en 2018. Il a grandi sur 
une ferme bovine en Outaouais et a travaillé sur plusieurs fermes laitières où il a développé 
une passion pour la production. Alex a démontré beaucoup de leadership en étant nommé 
représentant de cohorte durant ces années universitaires. Il dessert la région du sud-Ouest de 
Montréal.  Nous croyons qu’il est la personne idéale pour transmettre nos valeurs à nos clients 
qui sont:

- Honnêteté

- Équité

- Responsabilité

- Solidarité

- Rigueur

Nous souhaitons à Alex tout le succès qu’il mérite.

Téléphone cellulaire: (819) 271-6204

BULLE EXPRESS
Pompes pour conservateurs :
Pour l’entreposage hivernal de vos pompes, pour éviter des bris en raison du gel, pensez à remplir les 
tuyaux et la pompe de liquide lave-glace! Cela empêchera la glace de se former et d’endommager 
l’équipement.

Fermeture et Top de silo :
Pour permettre de garder le plus de valeurs 
nutritives à vos ensilages à la fin des récoltes, 
il est nécessaire de traiter avec de l’acide pro-
pionique l’équivalent de 35 jours d’alimenta-
tion sur le haut du silo, car en deçà de cette 
période, l’action des bactéries de fermentation 
n’est pas optimale. Si vous effectuez une fer-
meture de silos, traitez les dix derniers pieds. 
Dans ces deux cas, le taux d’application est de  
5 litres/tonne.

Par Patrick Vincent, dta

w w w. sonic .co op

EN
_S
C
_5

23
24

1_
20

19

Contact your Énergies Sonic 
representative now  

1 800 207-6642

BUY, GROW, HARVEST...  
AND PAY IN 2020! 
IN COLLABORATION WITH FARM CREDIT CANADA!

*Certain conditions apply 

Offer you can not miss!  
Farm Credit Canada now offers financing for all types of fuel that serve as inputs in plant 
production. Whether it is for financing your machinery’s colored diesel,  your propane for corn 
drying, your isopropyl alcohol for maple syrup production, your lubricants or your DEF, Énergies 
Sonic is your partner of choice. 

Buy your inputs  
in 2019 and pay only  
as of 2020! 

EN FS 523241 Publicite Sonic_FAC_EN.indd   1 19-03-12   11:50
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AGRICULTURAL TOUR
WESTERN CANADA

DAY 5: March 25

Departure for Chilliwack
Lunch in Hope
Cedarbrink Farms 380 lactating cows
Corner's Pride Farms 1600 lactating cows
1 night at the Coast Hotel Chilliwack
Dinner included at Paliotti's Italian or similar
DAY 6: March 26

Dickland Farms 280 lactating cows -5 Lely A4
GraceMar farm with robotic carousel
Lunch (at the Canton Garden or similar)
Kloot Farms 300 lactating cows / 50 cow rotary
Largest farm in Canada: Chilliwack Cattle
3300 lactating cows - 72 cow rotary
1 night in Abbotsford
Dinner at Brodeur's Bistro or similar
DAY 7: March 27
Departure to Vancouver
Dinner at Uli's Restaurant or similar
Vancouver Panoramic Tour
Hockey game Calgary vs. Vancouver optional $$
DAY 8: March 28

Breakfast - flight back from Vancouver

An unforgettable trip,
from March 21 to 28 2020.

VISIT THE 
LARGEST FARM 
& 1st ROBOTIC 

ROTARY IN 
CANADA

The price includes:
- Flights with Air Canada & all transfers
- Luxury coach transport
- Accommodation for 7 nights
- 15 meals: 7 breakfasts, 4 lunches, 4 dinners 
- Local guide services in Banff and Vancouver 
- Program Activities (except optional $)
- Handling of one suitcase per person
- Fee for the 1st baggage item with the airline
- Taxes, FICAV and service fees

Rate per person in double occupancy:
From $2,679 to $2,769, depending on the number of participants.

BOOK YOUR TICKETS NOW
Contact Marie-Pierre Nadon: 450-373-1475

DAY 1: March 21

Flight from Montreal to Calgary
Journey to the Rockies
Farm visit
Hotel for 2 nights in Banff

DAY 2: March 22

Banff City Tour
Climbing Sulfur Mountain in a gondola
Dinner at the Northern Lights Cafe

DAY 3: March 23

Departure to Revelstoke
Stop at Lake Louise
Crossing of Yoho and Glacier parks.
Stop at Kicking Horse Pass and Rogers Pass
1 night at Ramada Revelstoke

DAY 4: March 24

Departure to Kelowna
Lunch at Sammy J's Bar & Grill restaurant 
Visit, tasting and dinner at Summerhill Vineyard
1 night at the Ramada in Kelowna



 

On Saturday, July 20, the 75th edition of the Holstein Quebec Pique-Nique was held at the site of the Nieuwenhof farm and partner (LARELEVE). Despite the 
heat wave, nearly 2,000 people came to live the «Fun in the sun!» in the southernmost corner of the province of Quebec, Dundee!

The site of the Nieuwenhof farm and partner (LARELEVE) was transformed for a day into a festive space where breeders, industry exhibitors, agricultural 
stakeholders and city dwellers could exchange in a friendly and lively atmosphere.

Breeders in the region and throughout Quebec had the opportunity to discover the LARELEVE herd, which stands out for its strong performance in innovative 
buildings. Indeed, the Nieuwenhof family has received many awards over the years and their herd is ranked first in production in Quebec among the free-
stall herds. The 105 lactating cows produce an average of 14 959 kg of milk at 3.8% fat and 3.2% protein. The herd classification is 13 EX, 59 VG and 53 BP. The 
performance index of their herd (IPT) is 896 points, which shows us the efficiency of the LARELEVE herd. Finally, in 41 years of history, the prefix LARELEVE 
has accumulated:

 • 45 cows classified Excellent
 • 68 Star Brood Cows
 • 34 cows that produced Super 3 or 4
 • 107 cows with lifetime production from 60,000 to 140,000 kg
 • 376 cows with Superior Production Awards

This once again shows how exceptional the herd with the LARELEVE prefix is.

Sollio Agriculture and La Coop Unifrontières were major partners in the event. Our team of animal production consultants were on hand to discuss our 
client’s various progressive strategies with livestock producers. The Nieuwenhof farm is also part of our thermal probe project during periods of heat stress. 
We have identified the key factors that contribute to Justin and Benjamin’s success.

 • Deep bedded stalls on sand (2 row)
 • Quality forage all year round
  o Remarkable and constant fermentation profile
  o Optimal moisture and stage of harvest that is consistent
  o Use of a windrow inverter
  o Innoculant promoting lactic acid production
  o Minimum of 3 months of forage fermentation
  o Exceptional storage structures
 • Feeding adapted to each lactation stage
 • Calves on accelerated growth program
 • TMR for dry cows (1 group + anionic topdress)
 • Dry cow management from start to finish
 • Genetics

It is undoubtedly the combination of management and genetic factors that produces exceptional results. Justin and Benjamin seek a logical selection with 
a strong emphasis on longevity. In their genetic strategy, a sire must have at least a score of 1,000 in milk and a combined score of 150 for fat and protein. 
In terms of conformation, the emphasis is mainly on the feet and legs, the rear view of the rear legs and the position of the thurls, which greatly influences 
mobility. The health traits that predominate in their decisions on bulls are daughter fertility, mastitis resistance and longevity.

Another interesting fact: the farm owns 405 hectares and grows corn silage, grain corn, alfalfa and soybeans. All work is done in Cuma with the neighbouring 
farm, Ferme Esterman, the best Canadian herd according to the DHI last year.

Throughout the day, visitors were entertained by the various games, which entertained both young and old! There was a dunk tank contest, inflatable 
games, corn maze, showmanship competition and Century Tag Sale. In fact, the farm sold lot #1 for $99,000 to Westcoast Holsteins in British Columbia.

To end this magnificent day, 700 people took part in the delicious mechoui. The highlight of the evening was the fireworks display to celebrate Picnic Day 
and the 100th anniversary of the Holstein Huntingdon-Ormstown-Beauharnois Holstein Club, followed by a dance evening.

The Coop Unifrontières team would like to thank the Nieuwenhof family, the organizing committee and all the volunteers who helped make this event a 
success in our territory. Congratulations!

First successful free stall Pique-Nique  
despite the oppressive heat!  

Express
Livestock production By Marie-Philip Brisson, 

Expert Advisor 
514 206-4330

marie-philip.brisson@unifrontieres.coop  
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ANIMAL FEED

ELECTRONIC INVOICE

FREE |  EFFICIENT | SECURE

JOIN NOW

We will now issue invoices electronically. 
 
Electronic invoicing offers several advantages : 

Same-day reception of your invoice by email;
Better traceability;
Less risk of losing documents;
An environmentally friendly gesture!

 
To subscribe to electronic invoicing, contact us!

Please send us your email address
By phone : (450) 245-3308 #3
By email : commande.animal@unifrontieres.coop

CONTEST
Sign up for electronic invoicing by December 1,
2019 for a chance to win a iPad tablet worth

$500!

All the details at unifrontieres.coop



Heat stress is a very popular topic. Cows experience these effects when the temperature and humidity index (THI) exceeds 68. This begins at a temperature 
of 22 degrees Celsius and 45% relative humidity. Every year, our American neighbours lose $900 million, even if heat mitigation measures are put in place. 
Laval University researchers observed that between 2010 and 2015 there was an average of 119 to 160 days per year when the THI exceeded 65 (Ouellette & 
Charbonneau, 2018). We can then see that this is a recurring phenomenon given that it takes place from 3 to 4 months a year (and since 2015, the temperature 
has not stopped increasing!). That is one of the reasons why it is important to be careful.

Ruminal thermal probe:

The ruminal probes from Medria, a French company, were implanted on 7 cows/farm 
at three different farms in the territory. The targeted cows were the high producers 
at the beginning of lactation. They are more affected by high temperatures as their 
more intense metabolic activity generates more heat. The sensor records data every 
30 minutes, which then allows the Farmlife interface to make an event curve. We 
installed picos (antennas) less than 150 meters from where the cows pass every day, 
so that the boluses could download their information via Wi-Fi to the Internet site.

The graph on the right shows the daily temperature evolution of a cow in a free 
stall. Its environment is cooled by Big-ass fans and misters over the stalls. Red alerts 
identify moments of long-term fever or hyperthermia. The latter is triggered when 
the animal exceeds an extreme temperature of 41.4°C. This ruminal analysis is 
always 2˚C above that of the extremities. Orange alerts have periods of moderate 
fever. The black line shows the corrected temperature of the latter, which in this case 
is 41°C. The green curve shows the rumen temperature. When the cow’s rumen is 
cooled during heavy cooling drinks, the curve drops drastically.

The cows located in the other two farms in our study are also housed in free stalls. 
One has fans with integrated misters above the stalls. The other uses sprinklers at 
the feeder, blade fans in the feed and upstream of the stalls. Here are some other 
possible types of alerts, their meanings and actions suggested by Medria when they 
occur. The use of this tool has shown the differences between several barn cooling 
systems.

A hot internship project!  
Evaluate heat stress using ruminal probes
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L’Express
Productions animales By Élyse Pelletier, 

Stagiaire 
418 551-5519
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Results :

Looking at the curves of each animal with a probe, there is every reason to believe that cooling by a strong movement of air on the skin and contact with fresh 
water is the ideal solution. Cows in the barns that use sprinklers and fans throughout the housing had the lowest rate of heat stress. These farms were able to 
produce 42.5 kg per cow per day during the summer at 4.07% fat, resulting in 1.7 kg fat per cow per day. The water jets are operated alternately. The fans are 
arranged as suggested by Philippe Glaude of the consultants Lemay and Choinière: a distance of 1 foot per inch of fan diameter. For example, the space between 
36-inch diameter fans should not exceed 36 feet. By increasing the speed of air movement over cows, this allows the layer of warm air to be removed from their 
surface (Renaudreau et al., 2012). This makes it easier to remove heat from the environment around the animal.

La Coop Unifrontières is currently in the process of obtaining a contract to offer this service to customers in the future. Otherwise, it is always possible to make 
the probes available through our supplier.

 

December 11, 2019

Attend with your financial advisor!

FROM 10 AM TO 3 PM | FREE | LUNCH OFFERED

by Benjamin Nieuwenhof, Nieuwenhof Farm

and associates. Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee, Quebec.

 

He tells us how he has reached the highest BCA in a

freestall facility in Quebec and how he shares

forage harvesting equipment with his neighbours.

LA  COOP

UN I FRONT I ÈRES

TECHNICAL

ECONOMIC

CONFERENCES

Club de Golf Casselview

Casselman, Ontario

By email commande.animal@unifrontieres.coop 

or by text message at 438 796-3069

December 12, 2019

Community center

St-Stanislas-de-Kostka, Quebec

by Philippe Etter, Philos Farm

Sarsfield, Ontario

 

He presents us with a very "down to business"

approach to dairy production, with the use of

foreign labour for several years and relying on

contractors.

In association with

Go beyond the cost per Hectolitre

by Nicolas Marquis

Specialist advisor Sollio Agriculture

My vision of profitability in dairy production



Farm Name Location Kg of fat kg of 
prot

Total kg 
fat-prot

Type de 
milking Housing

Ferme Nieuwenhof et Associés 
inc

Justin & Benjamin Nieuwenhof Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee,Qc 1.77 1.39 3.16 3x Free

Lukassen Farm John, Nancy & Kevin Lukassen Huntingdon,Qc 1.72 1.32 3.04 robot lely Free

Bryhill Farm Lynn, David & Matthew Bryson Ormstown, Qc 1.68 1.31 2.99 3x Free

Ferme Val-Bisson Jean Bissonnette & Élyse Gendron St-Polycarpe, Qc 1.62 1.28 2.90 3x (robot léo) Tie Stall

Weeberlac Holsteins Farm Tim & Scott Groniger Carlsbad Springs, Ont 1.49 1.40 2.89 3x Tie Stall

Ferme Iceberg inc David Cécyre St-Stanislas de Kostka, QC 1.55 1.32 2.87 robot lely Free

Ferme Lavigne Alain & Jean-Pierre Lavigne Ste-Anne de Prescott, Ont 1.55 1.26 2.81 robot lely Free

Yireh farm Jean-Luc Jacquemet St-Isidore, Ont 1.56 1.25 2.81 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Guyette Lorrette Dumoulin, Jean-Guy,Jocelyn & Jean-Yves 
Vanier

St-Clet, Qc 1.55 1.25 2.80 2x Tie Stall

Suntor Holstein Kevin Sundborg & Amanda Lukasssen Ormstown, Qc 1.60 1.19 2.79 robot lely Free

Ferme Frederic Luc Fredette Plantagenet, Ont 1.56 1.22 2.78 3x (robot léo) Tie Stall

Ferme Soesbergen Inc John, William, Christopher, Jenna & Nic Soesbergen Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee, Qc 1.56 1.22 2.78 2x Free

Ferme Rochevert Francis Rochefort Howick, Qc 1.57 1.19 2.76 robot lely Free

Sonibrand farm Arnold & Anna Kuratle, Rene & Sonja Buermans St-Isidore, Ont 1.53 1.21 2.74 robot lely Free

Ferme Du Galet Normand Chevrier & Hélène Therrien Rigaud, Qc 1.48 1.24 2.72 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Ashley Cameron Ashley Cameron Ormstown, Qc 1.52 1.19 2.71 robot Lely Free

Ferme Ben-Rey-mo Reynald, Monique & Martin Benoit St-Albert, Ont 1.49 1.16 2.65 robot Lely Free

Raeburn Holstein Farm (2006) 
inc

Ken & Mac McRae Howick,Qc 1.47 1.16 2.63 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Normand et Lucie 
Riendeau

Christian, Martine, Normand & Lucie Riendeau Ste-Martine, Qc 1.45 1.17 2.62 2x Tie Stall

Ferme La chateauguoise Patrick & Maurice Gendron Chatauguay, Qc 1.44 1.17 2.61 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Legermau Maurice, Annie et Marc-André Léger & Dany 
Desrochers

Ste-Agnès-de-Dundee, Qc 1.47 1.13 2.60 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Y.L.G. Pilon Yoland & Guillaume Pilon St-Polycarpe, Qc 1.44 1.16 2.60 2x Tie Stall

Ferme R. Séguin et fils Robert, André & Gilbert Séguin Ste-Marthe, Qc 1.45 1.14 2.59 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Dlasept Jacques, Suzanne, Alderic Laflèche St-Albert, Ont 1.45 1.14 2.59 2x Tie Stall

Ferme LCM Quesnel Marc, Ginette, Pascal, Valérie & Joël Quesnel Moose Creek,Ont 1.44 1.14 2.58 2x Free

Ferme A&L Desnoyers André, Lyne & Steve Desnoyers St-Albert, Ont 1.42 1.15 2.57 robot Lely Free

Ferme G et J Sabourin Gilles & Johanne Sabourin Crysler, Ont 1.43 1.14 2.57 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Ricky Patrick Séguin St-Albert, Ont 1.43 1.13 2.56 2x Tie Stall

Ferme La terre du p'tit rang Gaby Dubuc Beauharnois, Qc 1.42 1.13 2.55 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Louis Bourdeau Louis Bourdeau St-Urbain Premier, QC 1.43 1.11 2.54 3x (robot léo) Tie Stall

Ferme Dlamontée Ltée Henry & Carole Desnoyers St-Isidore, Ont 1.44 1.09 2.53 2x Tie Stall

Ferme Monréal Michel & Gisèle Proulx & André Ménard Les Cèdres, QC 1.38 1.13 2.51 2x Free

Morrisbel farm Denis, Jonathan, Jeffrey & Claudette Morris Sarsfield, Ont 1.41 1.09 2.50 robot Lely Free

Maple Oak Farm Glen, Dennis & Melissa Moore Hinchinbrook, Qc 1.39 1.11 2.50 2x Tie Stall

A data frequently used by our American colleagues to evaluate the performance of their customers is to add up the pounds of fat and protein delivered per cow/day. The 6 pound brand of fat and protein 
production is considered a very enviable production objective. This 6-pound score is equivalent to 2.72 kg of fat-protein. We are proud to note that 15 customers exceeded this enviable brand.

The above dairy farms produced more than 2.5 kg of fat-protein.

These data are from Lactascan. These results represent the average production of kg of fat and protein paid for by the Federation divided by the average number of cows. The period covered is  
March-April-May 2019.

The publication of this data is subject to the client’s consent.

The average for this quarter for all farms registered with Lactascan (data compiled for the entire La Coop Network) was 1.27 kg of fat and 2.31 kg of fat-protein.

Express
LACTASCAN
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The  2,5Kg  Club


